St Andrew’s Church, Thelveton: Report for the year ending 31/12/08
· Churchwardens for the year were Mrs Jacqueline Jones and Sir Rupert Mann (also lay chairman and electoral roll officer). The PCC consisted of Mrs P. Chisholm-Lilley, Mr J. Burnside, Mr M. Hodgkinson (treasurer), Mrs G. Hodgkinson (secretary and deanery synod representative), and Mr A. Kitchen.. There were three PCC meetings during the year. Other business was arranged by the Standing Committee after consultation with members of the PCC.

· The year has been spent in partnership with other members of the Benefice of Dickleburgh and Pulhams under our Rector, Rev’d Janice Scott. All arrangements for training, discussion groups, police checks, etc were made through the Benefice. We have also been grateful for the help of Rev’d Paul Schweir, Rev’d Norman Steer, Rev’d John Adlam and lay reader Mrs Margaret Adlam in leading worship. 
· The pattern of services during the year has been: Holy Communion (CW) first Sunday in a month; Sunday Worship (Common Worship) on fourth Sunday; and Matins (BCP) on the second Sunday, all at 11.00 am. This pattern was varied at times when we joined with Rushall, or when special services were at 3.00 pm. Remembrance Sunday service and Christmas Communion were held jointly at Dickleburgh. The fifth Sunday was a joint benefice service and the third Sunday did not have a service, except on special occasions. Music was provided for all the services, we are grateful for the help of Adrian Kitchen on the organ. On most Fridays prayers are said in the church for the parish and for affairs of concern to parishioners.

· There were 3 baptisms (one at Frenze), 1 marriage, and no funerals during the year. There were 17 Easter communicants. All registers not in use were transferred to the Norfolk Records Office. The attendance on most Sundays varied from three to twelve, though visitors sometimes boosted our numbers. There were 10 people on the electoral roll, of whom 1 was resident in the parish.

· Special services held were the Harvest festival and a Carol Service. There were two services in Frenze redundant church, a summer evensong with picnic, and a candlelit Carol Service just before Christmas.

· Four events were held during the year: an art exhibition as part of the Scole Open Gardens weekend; a flower festival to celebrate 700 years of worship in this building; a ‘Last Night of the Proms’ performance by the Thundersley Brass Brand in memory of Harry Moore; and a Harvest lunch held in the nave just before the Harvest Festival Service. The profit from the band was donated to EACH. Church members joined with others in the benefice to put on a Christmas tree festival at Dickleburgh Church. 
· The church porch continues to be kept unlocked at all times and key holders’ details were posted in the porch. The church was opened on most Friday mornings, also for Open Churches Week in August, for the Benefice Walk, the cycle ride, and on a small number of other occasions at the request of visiting groups.
· The organ was tuned and checked twice during the year. The interior was cleaned regularly, though no high level cleaning was undertaken. Flowers were placed in the church for all services except during penitential seasons, and candles were provided for the altar and other purposes. 

· General repairs were carried out to tiles, gulleys, windows and locks. The war memorial in the porch was renovated. The churchyard was maintained in good order. Railings were removed from the cellar entrance and a galvanised mesh safety frame was fitted. 

· We are getting a lot more occasional visitors to the churchyard as the Boudicca Way, which passes through the churchyard, is used more and more, and the churchyard is used as a car park for those wishing to walk part of the way. In general we welcome this development. Since the leisure use of the site is already happening, and the right of way exists, we would prefer to manage this use so that the peace and serenity are maintained, and the churchyard is tidy and welcoming. In order to do this we continue to seek funding from any organizations that promote leisure activities in the area. Scole Parish Council continues to support us with a grant for churchyard maintenance; the district council has provided a fortnightly rubbish collection; Sir Rupert Mann provided portable toilets for the events. During the year the PCC consulted widely about the provision of an eco-friendly toilet, and has begun the process of applying for a faculty, planning permission, and grants for the installation of an Envirolet composting toilet in the wooden shed adjacent to the organ loft.
· The parish share was paid in full before the end of January 2009. 
· The Parish News was distributed monthly, free of charge. Arrangements were made for the distribution of the Scole parish newsletter. The websites www.theleveton.chuchnorfolk.com, www.frenze.churchnorfolk.com, and www.thebenefice.co.uk were kept up-to-date and attracted between 150 and 200 hits a month.
On behalf of the PCC, 29th April 2009
Gale M. Hodgkinson, Secretary to the PCC

